
GRADES 4-5 (RECOMMENDED)
A Visit to Charlotte’s “Secret Garden” 

OVERVIEW
This program was designed for fourth grade students in the CMS Talent Development Program and gives them 

the opportunity to use a journal to express their thoughts and feelings about the garden through writing and art. 
The journal encourages students to focus on the garden’s poetry inscriptions, plant and animal life, physical and 
biological environment, design and structure, and the history of its creation.

Students are prompted to draw conclusions about the garden as a work of art, as a living ecosystem, and as a 
valuable and unique part of their community. They are encouraged to compare and contrast Wing Haven to the 
fictional garden in The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett, and the visit to Wing Haven provides an 
experience from which students may visualize and understand the fictional garden.

The garden visit and journal activities combine to form a multi-disciplinary experience which meets objectives 
and competencies from several North Carolina Standard Course of Study curriculum areas, including language 
and visual arts, social studies, and science. The program is designed for fourth grade students in the Talent 
Development program and addresses the fourth grade competencies listed below; the program also meets several 
more advanced fifth grade competencies.

COST & MATERIALS
Wing Haven will provide journals and newsprint for rubbings—you will be charged $5.00 per student to cover 

the cost of the journals and art supplies. Each student should bring a pencil.

FOURTH GRADE ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS COMPETENCIES:
1.03
 Identify key words and discover their meanings and relationships through a variety of strategies.

2.02
 Interact with text before, during, and after reading, listening, and viewing by:…making connections with 
previous experiences, information, and ideas.

2.03
 Read a variety of texts, including:…poetry

4.02
 Use oral and written language to: present information and ideas in a clear, concise manner…make 
decisions

4.05
 Use planning strategies to generate topics and organize ideas (e.g., brainstorming, mapping, webbing, 
reading, discussion).

4.07
 Compose fiction, nonfiction, poetry and drama using self-selected and assigned topics and forms (e.g., 
personal and imaginative narratives, research reports, diaries, journals, logs, rules, instructions).

FIFTH GRADE ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS COMPETENCIES:
1.02
 Select key vocabulary critical to the text and apply appropriate meanings as necessary for comprehension
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3.01
 Respond to fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama using interpretive, critical, and evaluative processes by: 
…creating and presenting a product that effectively demonstrates a personal response to a selection or 
experience.

4.02
 Use oral and written language to…present and support arguments

FOURTH GRADE VISUAL ARTS COMPETENCIES:
1.04
 Use complex symbols to fully explore ideas

2.04
 Demonstrate one’s own thought and feelings visually

4.01
 Create extended visual narratives based on one’s own life and experiences

5.02
 Make responses that are both knowledge-based and personal (objective and subjective)

FIFTH GRADE VISUAL ARTS COMPETENCIES:
1.01 
 Use the imagination as a source for symbolic expression

K-12 SOCIAL STUDIES COMPETENCY GOALS/OBJECTIVES:
1.04 
 Draw inferences

2.04 
 Utilize community-related resources such as field trips, guest speakers, and interviews

3.01 
 Use map and globe reading skills

4.06 
 Draw conclusions

FOURTH GRADE SCIENCE COMPETENCIES:
1.03 
 Evaluate living and nonliving things that affect animal life: other animals, plants, climate, water, air, 

location.

FIFTH GRADE SCIENCE COMPETENCIES:
1.01 
 Assess a variety of ecosystems (communities of organisms and their interactions with the environment).

1.03 
 Evaluate the variety of organisms an ecosystem can support.

THE GARDEN VISIT
Orientation.  Your tour guide(s) will invite the students into the Clarkson home where they will receive a brief 

introduction to Wing Haven—the history of the garden and how it’s a bird habitat.  Upon conclusion of the 
introduction, we’ll present them with their journals and divide the class into small groups.

Garden Study. Each group will spend 15 minutes—sketching and writing—at 3 locations in the journal.  We 
also have newsprint and graphite for them to use for rubbings.  Their tour guides will direct the students from 
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location to location and encourage them to explore the space.  (Your teachers are welcome to accompany the 
different groups and provide more direction.) 

Cost & Materials
Wing Haven will provide journals and newsprint for rubbings—you will be charged $5.00 per student to cover 

the cost of the journals and art supplies. Each student should bring a pencil. 
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