Garden Has Grown
Into Bird Sanctuary

APR 1 2 188%
The bird's mournful sound
wafted through the spring air.
Seconds before the bird was

sighted,
Wanny Hoge-
wood sald
with cer-
tainty, “That's
a white-

throated spar-
row. Listen to
the mournful

g

sound of I !
w:-ir,na.';t Surie Garden
enaugh, t
ey Party

It was just | Nancy
one instance
in which Ho. |Brachey
tified the bird

by i1s sound on a walk through
Wing Haven, the 3-acrc garden
and bird sanctuary in Charlotte's
Myers Park, where she is curator.

Wing Haven has, of course, long
been identifled as the home of

l_:‘,dwi;% atid Et;[;hg!getg Clarkson,
who began working on it when
they marrled in 1927, Back then,
the garden wasn't mach more than
a sapling willow cak, a tree that
now rises about 90 feet and
spreads its lealy canopy over the
walks, plants, statuary and scat-
tered pools assembled by the
Clarksons to welcome, shelter and
feed tho birds. :

In recent years, Wing Haven,
which attracts about 3,000 visitors
& vear, has been In transition. In
1970, 1o perpetuate the garden and
bird sanctuary, the Clarksons gave
title to it to the Wing Haven Foun-
dation. A spring and fail garden
shop sponsored by the Society of
Wing Haven Foundation featuring
plants, parden accessories and
items for birds was begun and
reopéns nex!t Thursday, Some
planta in the sale are propagated
from Wing Haven's shrubs. In the
fall of 1983, Hogewood, whose
degree [rom Wake Forest is in

biology, came sboard as Wing Ha-

T wen's curator.

A Big Job

The job incorporates  her
long-standing interests in birds
and plants. As curator, she supér-
vises maintenance, coordinates
work of volunteers, keeps the
books and spreads the Wing Ha-
ven story.

Originally planned as a formal
parden featuring long, straight
walks and hoxwood, the garden
gradually evolved into a bird sanc-

tuary, reflecting Elizabeth Clark-
son's interest. And so, the garden
became lusher, more fiiled with
plants and less trim and tidy as a
:faé,f of attracting and keeping
irds.

Quite simply, birds like the
cover, socurity and food that a
lush parden provides. Qwer the
years, about 150 species of birds
have been sighted in the garden,

ranging from the vsual doves and’

cardinals to the rarer birds, orloles
and wood ducks. Except during
the migratory seasons when there
are more, about 40 specles of birds
is typical. A bulletin board near
the garden’s entrance ¢isplays pic-
tures and information about birds
currently in the garden.

Just behind the garden’s pur-
pose as a bird sanctuary is its role
as @ pleasure garden. Sprinkied
throughout the grounds are quota-
tions, statuary, plaques, sundials,
pools, small fountains, wild flow-
ers and benches. The wall and
walks were made of about 350,000
bricks, pifts the Clarksons gave
each other for birthdavs and anni-
versaries during the garden's for-
mative vears,

Favorite Color

Essentially a green garden dom-
inated by boxwood, helly, ligus-
trum, mahonis and other ever-
greens vear-round, the grounds
are splached in Elizabeth Clark-
sen's favorite pink during azalea
season in spring and rose and
crape myrtle season in summer.

Many of the plants, Hogewood
notes, were placed specifically for
the henefit of the birds. Some pro-
duce herries the birds like to eaf;
others with dense or prickly fo-

Tiage provide shelter and protec-

tion. Even an occasional dead
branch is left on the ground to
attract insects favored by certain
kinds of birds. Water is always
there for the hirds to drink and
splash.

Not far from most of the pools -

.and fountains, vou can usually find

a bench. "I always encourage visi»

savs Hopowood,

r—1f You're Going=——

Wing Haven, 248 Ridgowood Ave,
is opbn o visitor: Mondeys; Tueadays
and Wednasdoys from 3-5 pomi, 332-
5770, Group visils arg by appoint-
manl. Tha Society of Wing Haven

+ Foundatlon prosgnis 8 garden shop,
Thursday throug Aprl 20, 10 a.m.-5
p.m., @nd April 21, 1-E pam,

-tors to take time to sit and listen,”



