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RECGRD BIRD SONGS Dr. Arthur Allen (right), ornithologist from
Cornell, spent the last two evenings and

nights with his son, David (left) recording bird songs in the beautiful Wing Haven
garden of Mrs. E: O, Clarkson (center). Last night, Dr. Allen addressed the Meck-
lenburg Audubon society. Tonight he will speak at Duke university. The machine
in the picture is a parabolic reflector used to help capture the voices of the birds.
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Bird Disc Jockey’s
~ Task Is Tough
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' BY EARL HEFFNER
Observer Staff Writer.

: “Look at the bird,” said the photographer.‘ And for Dr.
' Arthur Allen, Ph. D., Cornell university, the request was

a poser for the moment.

Did the photographers mean the
pird in the tree or in the camera?
}e meant the one in the tree, a
‘mocking bird. And Dr. Allen looked
as he has looked—and listened—for
|years in pursuing his duties as an
ornithologist.

Dr. Allen lectured last night to
members of the Mecklenburg Audu-
bon club at 8 o’clock in the Queens
college auditorium. But yesterday
afternoon he relaxed and explain-
ed his duties in his profession to
some curious laymen.
| Greyish, dignified Dr. Allen's eyes

how a bird's songs are captured on
a parabolic reflector, picked up by
an amplifier, carried over wire to a
: second amplifier, and then recorded
lon a disc—a recoru just like' the
one in the juke box of the corner

drug store.
SONGS OF THE WILD
But instead of Drummer Boy

Danny or a swooning crooner, Dr.
| Allen—aided by son David, a sopho-
|more at Cornell—records the mu-
sical song of the lark, the drumming
of the partridge, the croaking of a
and of nature’s

A simple task? By no means.

‘Whenever Dr. Allen and his son
up and record the
be a mocking
also the other

|twinkled with youth as he related|

stitutes a dilemma. .

It’s possible to filter the foreign
noises somewhat to reduce their
volume. But with this action the
overtone of the bird’'s songs are
filtered. No longer is the record
a quality reproduction.

Dr. Allen and hiz cohorts have
recorded the sounds of the wild
throughout the United States, have
taken pictures of the various birds
and amphibians. Besides these ac-
tivities within the boundaries of this
country, he has recorded the sounds
of jungle life in Panama.

During the war, he recalled, the
Army on New Guinea found that

its city-bred civilian soldiers were|

unable to “distinguish the sound of
a Jap from a jeep.” To help correct
this, Dr. Allen went to Panama and
recorded all jungle sound that he
could locate, The recordings were
used to aid in the education of
ﬁmerlcans in the ways of jungle
e, gk

VISITS CLARKSONS

Dr. Allen arrived in Charlotte
early Sunday evening. He imme-
diately began to record the songs
of birds in the beautiful Wing Haven
garden of Mrs. E. O, Clarkson at
248 Ridgewood avenue. It was near-
1y 2 a. m. before the Allens—father
and son—retired from work,
“Rarely,” said Dr. Allen, “have 1
ever seen such a concentration of
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(Observer Staff photo—Dumbell.)
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